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Codlines isa great gaine, ifa mau bee 
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The Benefit 
were without it, ſo they which haue riches 
couet as much as they that are without the: 
that conferrt::g your mindes & your wealth 
together, I may truelie (ate, this Cittie is 
riche,ifit were not couetous. This is the 
Deuil which bewitcheth you, to thinke that 
vou haue not inough, when you haue mote 
then you neede. If pon can not chooſe but 
couet riches, will ſhew you riches which 
youmay couet. Godlines is great riches. 
In which woꝛdes, as lacob craued of hys 
wines and his leruants to giue him their J- 
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dols, that he might burie them, ſo Paul tra- 


ueth your couetouſnes, that hee might bu- 


rie it:and that pee might bee no looſers, he 


offereth pou the vantage, in ſteade ok gaine, 
hee pꝛopoſeth great gaine. Godlineſſe 
is great gaine: as ifhe ſhould ſap, Mil you 
couet litle gaine befoze great: you haue 
founde little toy in money, pou ſhall finde 
create ioy in the holye Gizoſf - you haue 
founde litle peace in the woz de, you ſhall 
finde great peace in conſcience. Thus ſee- 


ing the wozid Frine foꝛ the wozld, like beg- 0 | 
ters thzuſting at a dole, Lawyer againſte 


Lawyer, B:otzer againſt Bꝛother, neigh⸗ 


bour againſt neighbour fo? the golden ap- 
ple, that pooꝛe Naboth can not hold his 
own +: 
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ofcontentation. 


owne , becauſe ſo manie Achabs are ficke 
of his vineyard : when hee hath founde the 
diſeaſe, like a ſkilfull Phiſitian, bee goeth 
about to pick out the greedy woꝛme which 


maketh men ſo hungrie, and ſetteth ſuch a 


rlaſſe befoꝛe them, that will make a ſhilling 
ſeeme as great as a pound, a cottage ſeeme 
as faire aa a vallace, and a plough ſeeme as 
godly as a diademe, that he which hath but 
twentie pounds, ſhall bee as merrie as hee 
which hath an hundꝛed, and hee which hath 
an hundꝛed. ſhall be as tocund as he which 
hath a thouſan de, and he which hath a thou⸗ 
ſand,ſhallbe as well contented, as he which 
bath a Million: enen as Daniel did thꝛiue 
with Mater and Pulſe, as well as'the 
reſt div with their wine and iunkets. This 
is the vertue and oper at ion of theſe woꝛds: 
ik vou heare them with the ſame ſpirit that 
Paul wote them, they will ſo wooꝛke vp⸗ 
pon your heartes, that you ſhall goe awaye 
euerve man contented with that which be 
hath, like Zacheus, which before he had ſcen 


Chziſt, knewe nothing but to ſcrape, but as 


foone as he had heard C'/nift, all his minde 
was ſet vpon giuing: this was not the firſt 
daye that Zacheus ſeemed rich to others, 
but this was the firſte dape that Zache- 
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ofcontentation. 
haſt named the mother of all theſe milchie⸗ 
fes:other ſinnes are but hi elings vnto this 
ſinne:vſurie, and bꝛiberie, and limonie. and 
extoꝛtion, and deceits, and lics, & othes, are 
factoꝛs to couetouſnes, & ſexue fo porters 
to fetch and bꝛing herliuing in. As the recei- 
uer makes a theefe, ſo coauetouſneſſe maks 
an vſurer, and ex toꝛtioner and deceiner, be 
cauſe hee receiueth the bootie which they Gen. 30 1 
ſte ale. Euen as Rachel cried to her huſrãdd 
Giue me childten, or elſe I die: [v rone- 
touſneſlſe criety vnto vſury and bꝛibery, and 
ſimanie, and crueltie, and deceit, and lies, 
Giue mee riches, ot elſe I die ; howe they 
mave laue a little, and howe they maye 
gette muche, and howe they mape pꝛo⸗ 
lon re lite, is euerv mans dꝛeame from fun 
to ſu me, ſo long as they haue a knee to bow 
vnto Baal: ſo many vices bud out of this on 
that is called, The roote of all euitl, as if 
be mould ſay, the ſpawne of all ſins. Take 
a hay co netauſnes, * | he will ſelf his war 
as cheape as he:he will hing vy his child 
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earneſtly as he. he mii ſteour the pode ae 
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The Benefit 
which Eliſha refuſed: Chat makes De- 


too much: when thou ſhouldeſt receiue, ſhe 
ſaith it is to little? when thou ſhouldſt remit 
ſhe ſaith it is too great when thou ſhouldeſt 
repent, tbe laith it is too ſoone: when thou 
ſhouldeſt heare, fhee ſaith it is too karre: 
like Pharao which found one buſineſſe oꝛ o- 
ther to occupie the Ie wes, when they ſhould 
ſcrue God, | | 
Thus euerit labeur hath an ende, but co- 
netouſneſſe hath none, like a ſuiter in lawe, 
which thinks ro haue an end this tear nc & 
that tearme, and the 3 awyer which ſhouide 
pꝛocure his peace, pꝛolongeth his ſtr tte, be- 
canſe he hath an uttion to bis purle, as his 
aduerlarie hath to his land, ſo hee which is 
ſet on coueting dooth vꝛinke bꝛine, which 
make g thirſt moꝛe, and ſeeth no heauen til he 
arr ine ⁊t death, when he bath lied, he is rea⸗ 
die to lie a xalne: when he hath ſworn, he is 
readie to ſweare againe: when hee hath de⸗ 
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of contentation 


the day is paſt, he would it were to begin a 

aine, when the tearme is ended, he wiſheth 

at it were to tome againe : and though his 
bouſe bee full, and his ſhop full, and his cof- 
fers full, and his purſe full, pet his heart is 
not ful, but lanke and empty, like the diſeaſe 
which wee call the Moolfe, that is alwaies 
eating. and yet keepes the bodie leane. The 
Ant doth eat the foode which ſhe findcth: the 
Lyon doth refreſh himſelfe with the pꝛay Þ 
be taketh:but the couetous man lieth by his 
money as a ſicke man fits by his meate, and 


hath no power to take it, but to looke vpon 2. N. 7. 


it, like the Pꝛince to whom E liſha ſaid, that 
be Gould ſee p coꝛne with his eies, but none 
ſhould come within bis mouth, Thus the 
couetous man makes a foole of himſelfe, 


He coueteth to couct: hee gathereth to ga⸗ 


ther, he laboureth to laboꝛ: he careth to care. 
as thoucch his office were to fill a coffer full 
of Angels, and then to die, like an Alle 
which carrieth treaſures on his back all day, 
and at night they are taken from him, which 
did him no good but lode him. Howe happy 
were ſome if they knewe not golde from 
leade? If thou be wiſe ( ſaith Salomon) 


thou ſhalt be wiſe for thy ſelfe, but hee Pro. 9. I: 
| which is couetous, is couetous againlk him 


ſelfe 
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ThePenefit 


ſelfe. Fo) what plague is this (vnleſſe one 
would kill himſelfe ) foꝛ a man to ſpend af 
his life in carking and pining, and ſcraping + 
(as though he ſhold do nothing but gather | 
in this wozld, to ſpend in the next) vnleſſe 
he be ſure that he hall come againe when 
he is dead, to eate thoſe ſcraps which hee 
hath gotten with all this ſtirre: Therefo2e 
1 couetoſneſſe may well bee called miſerie, 
. and the couetous miſerable, foz they are 
by miſerable indeed, 
14 Pe them which ſeeme to be wiſe, there 
Ser. 4. 14 he no ſuch foles in the woꝛld, as they which 
9 | lone mony better then themſelues, but this 
. is a iudgement of God, that they which de⸗ 
Pro. 28. ay gęiue others deceine themlelues, and liue 
lcke Cain, which was a Vagabond, vpon his 
owne lands, ſo they are beggers in the mid⸗ 
| deſt of their wealth. Foꝛ though they haue 
1 vnderſtanding to knowe riches, # a minde 
to ſeeke them, and wit to finde them, and 
1 pollice to keepe them, and lite to polleſſe 
li | them, vet they haue ſuch a falſe ſight and 
| bleare eye, that when their riches lie before 
them. they ſeeme pouertie, e he which hath 
not halfe ſo much ſeemeth richer then they, 
r0.30.15 Mill vou knowe how this comes to paſſe 
To ſhew that the couetous men _ co 
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TheBenefit 


miaht liue longer then Methuſhelah, yer 
they would neuer be freemen, but pꝛentiles 


. 25. 


tbe graue. 

It is a woonder to ſee:as the deuill com 
E We cf vaſſeth abaut, ſeking whom he may devour, 
WA i er.5-®! fgmen compaſſe about, ſeeking what they 
T7 Fe | Ero. I. 13. may deudur: ſuc h looue ts betweene men 

1 znd money, that they which pꝛofeſſe good 
milf vnto it with their hearts, will not take 
ſa much paines foꝛ their like. as thep take 
. fo) gaine. Ther foꝛe no mar uell if they haue 
Aat. 16. na leiſure fo ſanctifie themſelues, which 
624. baue no leiſure torefreſh themſclues Chꝛiſt 
| knew what be ſpake when he ſaid: No man 
can ſerne two maiſters, (meaning God c 
1 the woꝛld) hecauſe each would haue all. Ag 
= the Angell and the Denil ſtroue fo2 Moſes 
; Þody,not who ſhould bane a part, but wha 
ſhould haue the whole. ſo they ſtriue (fill fo2 
dur ſoules. who ſhall haue all. Therefoze 
tbe Ayoffle ! ſaith, The love of this worlde 
is enmitie to God. Signifteng ſuch emu- 


needs be enmitie to God, c therkoꝛe the lo- 
ners 


to the woꝛld, while they haue z foote out of 5 


lation between theſe two, that God tannoe 
Ir 1.2.15 abive the wozld houldhaue apart, and the 
wozld c6not abide 3 God ſhold haue a part. 

Therefore the loue of the wozlde muſk + 
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uers of the wozld mutt needs be enemies to 


Gade q therkoꝛe no couetous man is Gods 


ſeruant, but Gods ene mie. Fo? this cauſe 
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couctoulnes is called idolatry, which is the Ephe. 5.5 


molt con trar ie ſinne to God, becauſe as 
treaſon letteth vp another king in the kings 
place, ſo Idolatrie ſetteth vp an other God 
in Gods place. This woꝛld doth ſigntly that 
the couetous make lo much of money, that 
they euen woꝛſhip it in their harts, & would 
doe as much fo} it, as the Idolaters doe ſo2 
their Idols. 0 
Paule ſeeing ſuch ſins committed, c ſuch 
paines taken foz gaine, thought wich him 
ſelfe if they could be perlwaded that God⸗ 
lines is gaine, it is like they would take as 
much paines {o2 godlineſſe as they take fo2 
gain. Therfoze he taketh vpon him to pꝛoue 
this ſtrange paradox, that godlin es is gaine 
againſt all them in the verſe befoze, which 
hold that gaine is govlineſſe. Theſe two o- 
pinioas are verie contrary, c here are many 
againſt one. A man would thinke that Paule 
ſhould be very eloquent and ſharpe witted, 
E that he had need to ble ſome logike, koꝛ he 
hath choſen a hard text. EUlhat Paule, will 


pou pꝛooue that Godlineſſe is gaines Nou K,. 
hall haue moꝛe opponents againſt pou, thẽ 22.17. 
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of contentation. 


| thieſt, and good Lazarus is the pov2eman, Lule. is. 
c wicked Dives is the rich man. Again we 19.20. 
read that the officers were aſked, which of John. 7. 48 
the Phariſies or of the rulers did follow 
* Chriſt, yet theſe were counted rich men, 
K though they had no godline s: & if ye ſhold 
examine your ſelke, it ſeemes pot were no | 
rich man foꝛ al pour godlines, when pou did F 
wszk with your — fozyour liutng;ther Theſs.2.% | 
foꝛe if godlines be ſuch gaine, how hapneth 
it that pour ſhare is no bettcrzfo thev which | 
are like Nicodemus(when chziſt laith fiat 1 
they mult be boꝛne again )thinke that he ca {| 
haue no other meaning, but that they mul? J ohn. 3. 4. 


0 returne againe into their mothers wombe: | 
ds when he calleth himſelt ep, that he muſt | 

need incane ſuch bead as they dine with, | 

Aa the lewes hearing the Þzophets ſyak? 


 fooitenof Cin iſts kingdome, and cal hima 7%. 6. 5 l. 

king, loked fot a tempozal king which old | 
- bꝛzing them peace, & iap, and glow, & make A. 20. 
a 7 them like kings themſelues: fo the carnall 20. 
käaͤres when they hearc of a kingdom. e tre⸗ 
fſures g riches, R raiaht their minds run vp 
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The Benefit 


knowe not of: ſo there are other riches 

which you know not of, J ſaid nay that god- 

lineſſe 1s earthly, oꝛ wozldlye, oz trenſitoꝛie 
gaine, but godlineſſe is great gaine. 

De will not onely pꝛooue Godlineſſe fa 
be gaine, but great gaine: as if he ſhoulde 
ſap, nibꝛe gain kull then your wares, & rents 
and fines, and intereſt: as though he wonld 
make the Lawyer, c Merchant, # Mercer, 
and dꝛaper, and Patron, and Wandloꝛd, and 
all the men of riches beleue that godlineſſe 
will make them riche ſooner then couctouſ 
nes. feare this ſaying may be renewed. It 
a man tellyouyee will not beleeue it: 

nay it God tell you, yet ye will not be- 
# leeue it. As te Lozd looked downe bpon | 
4. 2 earth, ta ſee if any did regardhith, and ſaith 
9 . 43. There is not one, ſo this ſentence may goe 
| fromCourtto Citie, from Cit tie to Coun⸗ 
tric, and ſaie there is ſcarſe one in a towne 
that will ſubſcribe vnto it. Many (laith Da. 
(: uid) aske who wil ſhewe vs anie good: 

l. g. 6. meaning riches, and honoꝛ and pleaſure , 
1 which are not good. But when he came to 
goodneſſe it lelle, he leaues out Many, and 

pꝛaieth in his owne perſon, Lord lift vp the 
light of thy countenance vpon vs, a8 
though none would iome with him. Let 
wiledome 7 
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5 godly, The feare of the Lord ſhall be his 


his owne name, to put him in minde ok ſuch 


found in Godlines: and therefoze godlines 


'of contentation. 


wiſedome is iuſtified of her owne chil- Mar. 6 
dren, and the S odly call Godlines gaine. 

To make vs loue godlineſle, he calleth it nn 
by pname of that which we lone moſt, that 1 
is, gaine. As the Father calleth the Don | 
which he would loue moꝛe then the reſt by Litke a. '| 


a lone as he beareth to himſelfe. Here wee 
may lee that God doth not commannd men 
to be godlie oncly, becauſe it makes fo2 his 
gloꝛie, but becauſe Godlineſle is pꝛofitable 
to vs. Foꝛ godlineſle is not called gaine in 
reſpecte ok him, but in reſpeete ok vs : it is 
gaine to vs, but it is dutie to him. So it is 
not called a kingdom in reſpect of God, but 
in reſpect ol bs, becauſe we are intituled to 
the kingdome by this difference from the re⸗ 
pꝛobates. ut all che good thinges in the 
wozld together, and the goodneſſe of all is 


Pro. 2.1 


—. , 


is called by the names of thoſe thinges that 
men count beſt, to ſhewe that the godly are 
as well, as merrie, as contente with they? 
lone toward God,and Gods loue towarde . 36 
them, as other are with health, and wealth, 
and pleaſures, Therekoꝛe it is laide ok the 
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treaſure. As though Godlineſſe were not 
B. on:lp 


The — 30A 


onely riches, but as though there were no 
riches but godlines. Therfoze Teremy ſaith 
mm | The Lord is my portion, as though he had 
benz. 24 luch a delight in Godlines, that he deſired 
*.. nothing els :and cherefoze it is ſaid of Mo- 
118 Zeb.11,24 ſes, That hee eſteemed the rebuke of 
7 Chriſt greater riches then all the treſures * 
im 4.8, of Egipt. It crolies be riches, as Moſes 
thought, what riches are in godlines? But 
is this all the harueſt 2 Shall Godlines bee 
Hat. G. 3j all the godly mans riches'; May (ſaith Paul) 
'%al | 1 ; Godlines hath the promiſes of this life, 
TX 30 & of the life to come, that is the comfozts 
1 and riches of this life, as well as of the life 
1 fo come. And herefoze Chꝛiſt ſaith, Firſt 
3h P.uch 2.16 ſeeke the kingdome of God, and all the 
1 reſt ſhall bee caſt vpon you, cuen as the 
ſbeaues fell befo2e Ruth, lo riches ſhall fall 
in pour way, as they did to Abraham, and 
Lot, and Iacob and Iob, and Ioſe ph, riihcs 
were caſt vnto them they knew not how, but 
as if God had ſaid, Be rich, and they were 
Jen 1.3 rich ſtraight, F02 al good things were cre⸗ 
e. aß. 30 ted foꝛ the good, and therefoꝛe they are cal- |; 
eg. . Ied good, becauſe the good God created th 
| to good purpole: and therfoze as Tacob got 
the bleſſing, ſo he got the inheritance allo, ta 
Sew, that as the faichfull haue the m— 70 
ele 
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ofcontentation. 


| bleſſings, fo they haue ß outward bleſſings 
too. when they are good foꝛ them. Fo2(ſaich — |} | 
” David) They that ſeeke the Lord ſhall 


an 28 
want nothing that is good. he ſaith not, Ph. vt. | = 
that they ſhall want nothing: but, that | 
4 they ſhall wante nothing that is good. 
Ne. ob Ged knoweth better then we what is 
good foꝛ vs: as the Nurle knoweth better 
then the childe when the milke is ready fox 
it, Therefoze Chziſt ſaith, Your heauenly Mat. 6. 
father knoweth what you haue need of: li 
he ſaith not that we knowe what we haue 
need of, but that our Father knoweth, 
as if hee ſhould ſay, when you haue need ot 
” health, your Father will ſend you healthe : 
when pee haue need of riches, your Father 
 wilſend pou riches: when you haue need of 
Aber tie, your Father will ſend you libertie 2 
= fo2 heſaithnot onely, That his Father kno- 
weth what we haue need of, but that he Mat. y. 
uill giue vs the thinges which we need, 
Chereloꝛe as childzen take no care foz their 
qapparrel, what clothes they ſwould weare, 
non koꝛ victuals, what meat they ſhould eat, 
but leaue this care fo their Father, lo ſaith 1... 8. 10 
| Chaift, Take you no care, for my Father pi. ol 
careth for you. | Pala. d 
pe was not content to rall Godlinefſe / 35? 


Ba ,s, 


& 


The Beneſit 


gaine, but he calleth it great gaine, 48 if he 
ſhould fap gaine, # moꝛe thencaine-riches, 
2 aͤnd better the nriches : a kingdom, & grea- 
Ty Den 7 ter then a kingdome. As when the p2ophets 
3 5 would diſtinguiſh betweene the Jdol Gods 
2 4.7. & the liuing God: they call bim the great 
x. Zim. 6.9 God ſo the gaine of godlineſſe is called 
D 3. 1 Freat gain. The riches ofthe woꝛld are cal- 
led earthlp, tranſitoꝛie, ſnareg, thoꝛnes, dũg 

as though they were not woꝛthie to be coũ⸗- 
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|{Pro.3. 15: in with uch names of diſdaine, to diſgrace 
7, J % themwiththeir louers. but when he comes 
to Sodlines, which is the riches ofthe ſoul, 

&13- he callethit great richee, heauenly riches, 
Fro. 8. II. vnſerchable riches,cucrlaſting riches, with 
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+ ] As a woman trims and decks her ſelf with 
Cart.4.1  lineſſe with names of honour, aud names 


dation, to make her to be loued. Leaſt anie 
riches ſhould compare with Godlin elle, be 
Lines it a name aboue other, and calleth it 


great 


eis. all the names ofhonour, and all the names 
8 of pleaſure, and all the names of happineſſe 


an hundzed o2naments, onely to make her 
 amlable:ſothe holp Ghoſt letteth cut got- . 


of pleaſure, and names ok happineſſe, as it 1 
were in hir iewels wich letters ofcommen- | 


— andtherefoze to dzaw the lone ot 5 


12 


buen 
Pe 1 2 ol COTE 
4 3 


5 


W r mu ns uu ,, _ 


* * 
1 
75 
2705 
85 
Les 
3 
* 
> 
* 
bot 
. 
2 


HE 8. 


>  @&. _._ a 


1 


as 
©» M 
W gs 22 a AR pra.” 


ofcontentation. 


great riches,asithe would make a diſtinc⸗ 
tion betweene riches and riches, betweene 
the gaine ofcouctouſnss, and the gaine of 
godlines the peace of the woꝛld & the peace 
of conſcience the top of riches, and the io ye 
of che holy Ghoſt. The wmoꝛldly men haue a 
kind of peace, and ioy, and riches, but J can: 
not call it great, becauſe they haue not e⸗ 
nough, they are not contented as the godlie 
are: thercfoze onelp Godlineſſe hath this 
honour to be called great riches. The gain 
of couetouſneſſe is nothing but wealth, but 
the gaine of Godlines is welth, e peace, and 
top, and the loue of God, and the remiſſion 
of ſinnes, and life euerlaſting. Therkoꝛe on⸗ 
ly godlines hath this honoꝛ to be called gret | 
gaine. Riches make bate, but Godlineſſe Gen. 13.5 
makes peacc-riches bꝛeeds couetouſneſſe, | 
but godlines bzings contentio-riches make 
men vaw:lling to die, but govlinefſe makes 
men ready to die riches often hurt the ow 
ner, but godlines pꝛoñit both the owner and 
other, Therkoꝛe only Godlineſſe hath this 
honoz,to be called great riches, ſuch gain, 
ſuch top, ſuch peace is in godlines, and yet 
no man coueteth tt-fo2 this is the quality of 
vertueit ſeemethnothing vntill he bath it, 
as Salomon laith ot the buyer, while he is 
3 buy 
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buying he dilpꝛaileth the thing which he bui- 
eth, and ſaith, It is naught, it is not woozth 
the pꝛice which yee aſke : but when he hath 


9.20. 14 bought it, ſo ſoone as he is gone, he boſteth 


ot his penywoꝛrth, and ſaith, it is better then 
his mony. Do godlines, befoꝛe a man haue 
it, he ſaith it is not wooꝛch his labour, and 
thinks euery houre too much that he ſpends 
about it, but whe be hath found it, he woulo 
not looſe it againe foꝛ all the wozld, becauſe 
hee is now come to that which followeth, to 


be contented with that he hath. 


Riches come, & yet the man is not plea⸗ 
{ed: honour comes, and yet the man is not 
pleaſed : libertte tomes, and yet man is not 
pleaſed : pleaſure comes, and pet the man 
is not pleaſed, vnttf{ God come, and then he 
ſaith, My cup is full: Shewe vs thy father 
(ſaith Philip) and it ſuffiieth ; nape ſſiewe 
vs thy truth, it ſuffi eth. Nowe my ſoule 
(ſaith the churle (ake thy reſt : nap, nowe 
my ſoule take thy reſt, fo: thou haſt laid vp 
fc2 many peers. The godly man hath found 
tha: which all the woꝛld dooth ſecke, that is, 
enough: euery woꝛd map be defined, and 
euery thing may be meaſured, but enough 
cannot be meaſured noꝛ deüned, it changeth 
euerye peare ; when wee had nothing, wee 


thought 


n 


8 * 


or contentation. 


thought it inough if we might obtaine leſle 
then we haue: when wee came to moe, we 
thought of an other enough: now wee haue 
moꝛe, we dꝛeame of another enough - ſo e- 
nough is alwaics to come, though to much 
be there already, This is 'becaule we ſeeke 
content ation in the things, when it is in the 
mind, koꝛ godlineſſe is in the minde, and the 
gaine of godlines is contentation. 

The apoſtle ſpeaks as though he had found 
a new kind of riches, which tage woꝛld neuer 
thoght ot, that are of ſuch a nature, that they 
will ſatilfte a man like p water which Chailt 
ſpake of, He that drinks of this water ſhal 
thirſt no more. So they that talk of theſe 
riches ſhall couet no moꝛe: but as the holy 
ghoſt filled al tze houſc (Act 2) ſo the grace - 
| peace, c top of the holy Ghoſt filleth all the 
hart. p as Ioleph had noneedofaftronomy, | 
becauſe he had the {pirit afp2ophefic, fo hee“ 
tat hath co! aceneat: on hati; litle af rich-s, he 
thinks not or ÿ philoſaphers ſtone ,no2 þ gold 
of Ophir,no2 p mine sat Inadta, but he hath his 


quietus eſt without ſuite of lawe, to he retai⸗ 


nech a pcacemaker within, which, wold make 
al lawiers pꝛeachers, if men were lo wile to 
take countel ok it, when lawe is ended, if ye 
be not content, ve Ariue fil; when the dileale 
1D 4 is 


1} 
John.. [| 


Act. 2. 


en. 44 


King. | 
9.25, |} 
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The Benefit 


is cured, ik a man be not content, he is ſicke 
ſtill: when the wante is ſupplied, if a man 
be not content he is in want ſtill⸗ when bon⸗ 
dage is turned into libertie, ika man be not 
content he is in bondage ſtill : but though he 
be in lawe, and ſickneſſe, and por ertie, and 
bon dage, yet ik he he content, he is ſree, and 
rich, and merrie, and quiet, tuen as Adam 
was warme,thogh he had no clathes. Such 
a commander is contentation, that wherlo⸗ 
ener ſhe ſetteth foote, an hundzed bleſſings 
wait vponher:in euery dileaſe ſhe is a pht- 
ſitian, incuery ſtrile ſhe is a lawper,ineue- 
ry doubt ſhe is apꝛeacher, in euery griet (Ge 
is à comkoꝛter:litke a [week perfume whici,c 
taketh away the cuill ſent. & leaucth a pica- 
ſaunt ſent fo} it: as th? U:ncomes hone 
dippeth in the korn tain. and meketh the wa⸗ 
ters which were roꝛrupt aud noilome, to he 
cleare and wholeſome vpon che ſuddaine:ſo 
whatſocucr fc te cor tentation cames vity 
it ſaith like the Apoltles, Peace be tothis 
houſe, peace bec to this hart, peace bee to 
this man, J may liken it to the fiue loues 


17 and two fiſhes, wherewith Chriſt fedve 


fine thouſand perlons, and pit there were 
t welue baſkets full of that which was lekt, 
which ce u d no: fill ore balset when it was 
whole 
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: _ vhhichbecoiwdneuce lay befozckis conuer- 


of contentation 


whole: lo their little feaſt was like a great 

feaſt-ſo the godly though they haue but lit 

tle fo: themſelues, vet they haut ſome thing | 

ko} other, line the widowes Dite, that they Aa. 12. 4 

map ſay as the diſciples ſaid to Chiſt, they Lab. 2 2-J 

wante nothing, though they haue nothing. T 
1 
| 


Contentation wanteth nothing, & a good 
heart is woꝛth all. foꝛ if ſhe want bꝛead, ſhe 
raſap as Chꝛiſt ſaid, haue another bread 
ik ſhe want richts, ſhee tan ſay J haue other n. 4.3 
riches: ik ſhe want reſt, ſhe can ſap, J haue 
other reſt ik ſhe want ſtrength, ſhe can layJ 
haue other ſtreugth:it ſhe want frends, ſhee 
can lay, I haue other krends. Thus the god - 
lye finde all within, that the govleſſe ſeeke 
without. Ther loꝛe ik pe ſe a man contented 
with that which he hath, it is a great ſigne 
that gadlineſſe is entered into him, fo2 the 
hart of man was made a Temple fo2 God, 
and nothing can fil it but God alone. Ther- 
fore Paule ſaith after his conmer lion, that 


ſton, J haue learned to be content. Firſt hee 
learned godlines, then golines taught him 
contentatis, Now faith Paul) I haue lear- 
ned to be content, as though this were a py;7 , x 
le ſlon fo; enery Clziſfttantolcerne, to bee * 
content, Foz thus he muil thinke, that as 

Gad 


| 1.Cor.3. 


i 1 * * i * - Pp 18 


he Benefite 
God ſaid to Moſes, when he rould not ob⸗ 
1 tain leaue to go to Canaan, Let this ſuffice 
; | jhce to ſec Canaan : ſo whatſoeuer he gi⸗ 
. 3. 26. ueth he giueth this charge with „Let this 
* ſuffice thee, As Icremy ſaith : it his is my 
ſorrow, & I wil beare it: ſo thou matft ſap, 
10, 19. This is my poꝛtion, and J will take it. This 
is the ligne, whether godlineſle be in a man, 
ik he haue ioy of that which he hath: fo2 the 
things which Gad giueth to the righteous, 
Paul ſatth, that he giueth then to intop, that 
is, il he haue mach, hee can las with aul, 1 
haue learned to abound, if he haue litle, he 
can ſay with Paul, haue learned to want: 
that is, it he haue as much as Abraham, & 
Lot, and lacob, and Iob, and Ioſeph had, 
pet it cannot erupt his minde, but as the 
net was full of fiſhes, ad pet did not rent, 
becauſe they caſt it in at Chꝛiſts commaund: 
2 21. 11. fa though the godlye man be dull of riches, 
yet his heart is not rent, his minde is not 
troubled, his countenance is not changed, 
becaule hee remembzeth that theſe thinges 
1 were giuen hin to bo good, as noble Heſter 
N.. 7. thought of her honour : ik he haue little, it is 
| like the little oyle which ſerued the widowe 
1.47.16 as little as it was. For a little to the righ- 
eous (ſaith Dauid) is better then greate 
riches 
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oF contentation. 
riches to the vngodly 3 : fo) when a man 
hath found the heauenly riche be carcth act 
foꝛ carthip riches, na moꝛe then hee which 
walketh in the Sunne, thinkes whether the 
Mosne ſhine aꝛ ns, becauſe he hath ne nerd 
ok her licht Therefoxe wer conclude with 
Chziſt: Bleſled are they which thirſt after: 
righteouſneſſe for they ſhalbe latitfied, 2 ar. 8 
not they which thirſt alter riches, noꝛ they 
that thirſt alter vlealare, thep Hal not be ſa- 
tilfſied, but thirſt moꝛe, as the ambitiolis,bo⸗ 
luptnous, and couc tous doe, bt they that 
thirſt after tig: teouſnes ſhaibe . bs 
though they haue no richts „no: hond, L .248 
plealure. J! ve aſk like the vir om, Ho v can 605 . 
this be: locke vpon Adam FF uah, Tank) | 
they were naked, yet they did not lee tyct: 
ak dnes (6 long as they were ngcent: dut 
When they hegam to rebel, then txcp be gan ta 
want klo: cg: lo though a man be pode. ret 
he datz not lee his noverty ſo leg as hee 1s 
rontenteb, but which he begin eth ie touet. 
then ve beginneth to want riches, and from; v 
day the curſc(ia ̃ fit of Agges, ; takes holo 
vponhim, Ye cat, but ye haue not inough: 
ye drink but ye are not fatittied;ye « arts 
your ſelues, but —— arme. Ander 
the couetousman leer nech to dzaw the worly 
to 


* i 


TheBeneftt 
to him with codes, his coffcrs are of lode- 
ſtones, his handes like nets, his fingers like 
lime-twigges, there it comes, and there it 
comes , one would chinke that this man 
thould be happie one day. 
hen the Churles barnes were full, hee 
AW bad his ſoule ret, thinkinge to gaine reſte by 
rz caueteuſneſſe, that hee might (aye 2 Riches 
Caine reſt alwell as godlineſfe, but ſee what 
bappcned that nigyt when hee began ts take 
dis reſt, riches, and reſt, and loule c all were 
taken from him. Did hee not gaine kapze: 
wauld hee haue taken ſuch paines if hee had 
thought of ſuche reſt : couetoulneſſe mate 
gaine riches, but it can not gaine reſt: pee 
map thinke like this churle, to reſt whẽ pour 
barnes and ſhops, and coffers are full : but 
pe ſhall find it true which Eſay ſatth, There 
. 48. 2. js no reſt to the vngodly, therefore the wile 
8 man to pꝛeuent any hope of reſt, o2 honour, 
oꝛ pꝛolit by inne, ſpeakes as though hec had 
9. 12.3. tried, A man cannot be eſtabliſhed by in- 
iquitie. Therefoꝛe he cannot be quictcd noꝛ 
ſatiſfied by the gaine ol deceipt, oꝛ bꝛibes, o2 
lyes,o2 vſurie, which is iniquitie: therefoze 
1. bleſſed is the ma whom godlines doth make 
. 10. 22. rich, for when the bleſſinge of the Lorde 
makcth rich( ſaich Salomon)he doorh ad 
no 
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of contentation. 


no ſorrowe to it, hut (ſaith hee ) the reue⸗ 
news of the wicked istrouble,asthoughe 
his money were care; wherefoze let patron, 
galt lan dlozd, and lawyer, and all ſay nowe, Pro.15. 
that Paul hath choſeny better riches, w hich 
theefe 10 moth, nor canker cã corrupt: Lꝝ n.3 
thef- are the riches at laſt which wee muſte 
d::2i1 with. bihen all the reſt which wee haue 
— fo2, end lwoꝛne foꝛ, and fretted foꝛ, and 
coſoned ſoꝛ, and bꝛoken our ſleepe, e loſt ma- 
ny ſermous, koꝛſake vs, like ſeruantes which 
change their maiſters then Godlines ſhall 
ſe em as great gaine to vs as it did to Paul, 
aud he which louev the woꝛlde moſt, woulde 
giue all that he hath foꝛ a dꝛamot᷑ kalth, that 
he might be ſure to go to he; men when hee is 
dead, though be went towards hel ſo long as 
he liued, here then is an anſwer to the which 
alke, what p2ofit is it to ſerue God: howe 
happy was Barzillai that weuld not bee ex: 
alted : what quiet had the Shunanite, which 7 3 
rared not fo2 pꝛeferment: when did the Dif- pou | 
ci»les leeme ſo rich, as when they were wil- "= 'N 
Ling to leaue alle this ſhalbe your gaine, whẽ 3. 
ou are vſurers ok godline g. Js not the woꝛd 19,37. 
gone fooꝛth, vet which hath killed couetouſ- * 2. King. 
neſſe : That I map end my ſermon: eyther 7 1 
pon go away contented, o2 els you go awap .F. 
con⸗ 
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The Benefit 
condeinned of vour awne conſcience: befoze 
you were vered with couctouſnes, but nowe 
the woꝛd ſhall ver you toa, foꝛ pou ſhal neuer 
cauet, noꝛ lie, noꝛ deceiue hereakter, but a 
large ant Hal arreſt you vpon it, c ſome ſen- 
tence which you haue heard, ail gnaw port 
at the heart with a Memorandũ ofhcl,that 
ye wall wich, D that FJ cenlo abandon this 
ſiu, oꝛ els that J had neucr heard that war- 
ning, which makes it a coꝛaſiue rnto me be⸗ 
foꝛe J can laue it: it tzey which are greeoy 
ſtil, could ſee what peace, end reſt, and ioye 


goe home with them which are contented 


(although they may lay with Peter, Golde 
and filuerhanc Juone) eueryp man would 
be aluter to godlines, that hee might haue 
the dow2y of contentation 

But as John baptiſid with water, ſo J 
can but teach vou with woꝛdes. Nowe you 


haue heard what contentatianis, you muſt 


pꝛav to anoti er, vo giue it vnto pou. 

It is lad ol 1513 Cittie, that many citti- 
ens of London haue good willes, but had 
deeds, that is, y2R do no good vutill pe dye, 
Firſt you ere vngodly, that you may be rich 
and then pou part krom ſome ok our richeg 
to cxcuſe fr2 your vngodlinelſe, it may be, 
that ſome heere haue ſet downe in their — | 
when 


"7 


of contentation 


when J die J bequeath an hundzed pounds 
to a colledge, and an hundꝛed pounds to an 
hoſpitall,& an hundzed gowns to pooze men: ; 
J doe maruell that pou giue no moꝛe when Aut ag 
you are at that point, foꝛ Judas when he died 
returned all againe: ſo pe die & thinke when 
pe are gone, þ God will take this fo2 a quit⸗ 
tance:deceine not pour ſelues after pou haue 
deceiued other, ko God dooth not looke vp⸗ 
on that which ye doe fo2 feare, zut vpon that 
which ye do fo) loue. At you can find in pour 
hearts to do good while pe are in health, as 
Zacheus did, then God hath reſpect vnto 
your offering,but as Iſaac demanded of his 
ſonne, how he got bis veniſon before he eate 
it, ſo befoze God hearken bew vou glue your Lak. 9 
riches,firtt hee examines howe pee come by 1 
them. The party may be hanged fo? ſtealing Cen. 23.2 2þ 
the money which he diſtributeth to the pooze. | 
Ik a man ſhould counte Godlineſle gaine, 115 
much moze ould he care to gaine by godly F 
meanes. Deu. 23.1 
Thus pou lee the fruites of godlineſſe , 
and the kruites of couetouſneſſe, to ſtay Ba- Num. 2 2 
laam poſting fo a bꝛibe, and the ſonnes of 17. 
Zebedeus ſuing fo! meferment, leaſt ſce- Mat. 2008 
king koz aſſes they lole a better kingdome 20. 
then Saule found, if pe be couetous pou ſhall 1. S. 10. 
neuer 


T. Cor. 9. 
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The Benefit 


neuer haue enough though ye baue to much, 
but when pe pꝛav, Thy kingdome come, ye 
ſhall wich, My kingdome come. If pe bee 
godly, ve ſha! haue inough, though pee ſeeme 
to haue nothing, like the Smyrnians, of wl's 


9. God ſaith, know thy pouerty , but thou 


art rich. Therefoze what counſell (hall 1 
giue pou, but as Cinilt counſelled his Dilci⸗ 
ples, Be not friends to rithes, but make 
your friends of riches, and knowe this, that 
if pecan not ſap as Paule ſaith, I haue lear- 
ned to bee content, Godlineſſe is not pet 
come vnto pour houle, koꝛ the companion of 
godlines is contentation, which (when ſhee 
con ) wil bꝛing vou all things. Therefoꝛe as 
Ehꝛiſt ſaith, If the ſonne make you 
free, you ſhall be free indeed ſo 
I lap, it godlmeſſe make you 
reich, pe ſhall be riche 
indeede. 


FINIS. 


Scene and allowed. 
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